Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 

Aggregate Psychotropic Pharmacy Data Summary
January-December 2009
Blue Cross and Blue Shield provided pharmacy data to the Department of Children Services for January-December 2009.   The information each month included:

· the name of child

· social security number

· the prescriber’s name, specialty,  and address  

· the primary care physician’s name and address 

· date of service and date the prescription was paid

· the drug’s name , strength, and the quantity dispensed

· amount paid

· the pharmacy’s name and address

This information was matched with data from DCS electronic records for each month.  Summary information was given on demographic information, such as adjudication, gender, and race.  Summary information on the physician prescribing the medication, as well as, drug information was given.   The information from each month has been totaled and averaged for the year.  Here were some of calendar year 2009 findings:  

Statewide 

· The average number of DCS children prescribed at least one drug per month was 1704 children.  

· For the children who were in DCS custody for at least one day during the calendar year and prescribed at least one drug during the calendar year:

· Thirty percent (29.9%) of the children were prescribed at least one drug. 

· A child’s average age was thirteen years (13.5).  

· A child’s average length of time in custody was eight months (7.8). 

· A child’s average number of months being prescribed at least one drug was five months (5.1). 

· The child’s average number of drugs being prescribed each month was two prescriptions (1.7).  

· Eight percent (8.4%) of the children prescribed at least one drug was prescribed a medication every month of the calendar year.  

· The average age of the child was 12.5 years. 

· The average number of months the child had 4 or more medications prescribed was 5.6 months.

· The average number of drugs prescribed each month was 2.4 drugs. 

· Ten percent (10.4%) of the children prescribed at least one drug was prescribed 4 or more medications for at least one month of the calendar year. 

· Average age of the child was 14.2 years.

· The average length of stay in custody was 9.2 months.

· The average number of months the child had 4 or more medications prescribed was 3.5 months. 

· Thirty six percent (35.7%) of the children was prescribed 4 medications only one month during the calendar year.

· Three percent (2.7%) of the children was prescribed four or more drugs all twelve months of the calendar year.

· The average number of drugs prescribed each month was 4.2 drugs.  

· The Primary Care Physician was the medical doctor category with the most medications prescribed for the children during the calendar year.

· The five drugs prescribed the most during the calendar year:

· Methylphenidate

· Trazodone HCL

· Risperdal

· Seroquel 

· Clonidine

· The  five classes of drugs prescribed the most during the calendar year: 

                        Drug Class

Drug1



Drug2

1) Antidepressants
Trazodone HCL

Celexa

2) Antipsychotic
 
Risperdal


Seroquel 

3) Mood Stabilizers 
Depakote


Trileptal

4) Stimulants  

Methylphenidate

Adderall


5) Anti-Hypertensives 
Clonidine


Guanfacine 

· A child in DCS custody and administered medication was more likely to be a white male, adjudicated dependent neglect and thirteen years of age; and the Primary Care Physician was prescribing approximately two drugs (1.7) per month for the child.

Table 1
--Statewide-Children in DCS Custody January-December 2009--

	Number of Children in Custody by Demographics 
	 
	 

	
	Yearly Average
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	July
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	 
	Total …
	7040
	7161
	7223
	7154
	7136
	7090
	6972
	6901
	6976
	7012
	7013
	6951
	6887

	Adjudication
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Dependent/Neglect
	5193
	5238
	5278
	5224
	5225
	5169
	5122
	5118
	5214
	5268
	5224
	5143
	5094

	 
	Delinquent
	1701
	1757
	1780
	1768
	1755
	1764
	1706
	1648
	1632
	1612
	1655
	1669
	1666

	 
	Unruly
	146
	166
	165
	162
	156
	157
	144
	135
	130
	132
	134
	139
	127

	Gender
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Male
	4111
	4177
	4230
	4179
	4165
	4160
	4071
	4027
	4039
	4059
	4100
	4081
	4047

	 
	Female
	2928
	2984
	2993
	2975
	2971
	2930
	2901
	2874
	2937
	2953
	2913
	2870
	2840

	Age Range
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	<= 5
	1848
	1847
	1853
	1844
	1833
	1815
	1824
	1862
	1893
	1901
	1887
	1823
	1799

	 
	6 - 10
	1001
	1010
	1010
	986
	981
	971
	990
	977
	1002
	1028
	1025
	1014
	1014

	 
	11 - 14 
	1144
	1170
	1184
	1183
	1204
	1185
	1155
	1124
	1127
	1126
	1103
	1097
	1071

	 
	15 - 17
	2827
	2902
	2939
	2907
	2901
	2895
	2797
	2726
	2751
	2741
	2783
	2800
	2778

	 
	18 +
	219
	232
	237
	233
	216
	223
	205
	211
	202
	215
	214
	216
	224

	Race
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	White
	4452
	4594
	4637
	4568
	4547
	4524
	4433
	4346
	4389
	4394
	4369
	4325
	4293

	 
	Black/African American
	2119
	2125
	2125
	2131
	2135
	2113
	2085
	2082
	2103
	2125
	2138
	2146
	2116

	 
	American Indian/Alaska Native
	15
	11
	13
	12
	10
	10
	11
	11
	16
	20
	20
	23
	24

	 
	Asian
	11
	12
	12
	11
	11
	12
	9
	10
	10
	10
	12
	13
	14

	 
	Multi Racial
	194
	191
	198
	194
	199
	189
	185
	195
	196
	196
	203
	192
	190

	 
	Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
	4
	4
	5
	4
	5
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4

	 
	Unable to Determine
	245
	224
	233
	234
	229
	238
	245
	253
	258
	263
	267
	248
	246


Table 2
--Statewide-Demographics January-December 2009--

	Number of Children by Demographics 
	 
	 

	
	Yearly Average
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	July
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	 
	Total …
	1704
	1674
	1663
	1751
	1710
	1712
	1686
	1695
	1721
	1678
	1729
	1689
	1743

	Adjudication
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Dependent/Neglect
	1177
	1141
	1126
	1197
	1191
	1189
	1172
	1180
	1192
	1160
	1210
	1173
	1190

	 
	Delinquent
	477
	481
	488
	496
	460
	469
	465
	468
	481
	471
	474
	468
	505

	 
	Unruly
	50
	52
	49
	58
	59
	54
	49
	47
	48
	47
	45
	48
	48

	Gender
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Male
	1077
	1089
	1081
	1122
	1076
	1070
	1047
	1065
	1077
	1052
	1084
	1058
	1098

	 
	Female
	628
	585
	582
	629
	634
	642
	639
	630
	644
	626
	645
	631
	645

	Age Range
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	<= 5
	76
	73
	72
	82
	68
	69
	68
	82
	82
	77
	78
	81
	82

	 
	6 - 10
	253
	262
	253
	260
	262
	252
	234
	234
	246
	239
	261
	264
	263

	 
	11 - 14 
	456
	447
	447
	472
	488
	489
	476
	457
	458
	435
	442
	425
	437

	 
	15 - 17
	881
	852
	846
	893
	853
	875
	876
	886
	895
	883
	909
	886
	916

	 
	18 +
	39
	40
	45
	44
	39
	27
	32
	36
	40
	44
	39
	33
	45

	Race
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	White
	1181
	1182
	1151
	1218
	1199
	1199
	1178
	1185
	1183
	1158
	1180
	1144
	1194

	 
	Black/African American
	442
	427
	429
	451
	429
	440
	432
	430
	449
	434
	461
	456
	468

	 
	American Indian/Alaska Native
	2
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4
	4
	2
	3
	2

	 
	Asian
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	1
	3
	1
	2

	 
	Multi Racial
	45
	38
	49
	49
	47
	39
	43
	44
	50
	45
	48
	47
	44

	 
	Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	 
	Unable to Determine
	33
	25
	32
	31
	33
	32
	32
	33
	33
	36
	35
	38
	33


