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Myth 1: Subsidized guardianship undermines reunification efforts.

Fact: Research from states that had kinship guardianship waivers shows that the availability of
guardianship does not impact the rates at which children are reunified. In lllinois, Tennessee,
and Wisconsin, reunification rates were not significantly different between families offered
subsidized guardianship and those denied this choice.* For example, in Tennessee, 13.7% of
children who were offered subsidized guardianship returned home as compared to 12.6% of
children who did not have access to subsidized guardianship. In lllinois, after 10 years of offering
subsidized guardianship, 5.2% of children offered subsidized guardianship returned home
compared to 7.7% of children who did not have access to subsidized guardianship.

It is also important that to be eligible for federal assistance under GAP, reunification (and

adoption) first must be determined not appropriate. There must also be efforts made to have
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agreement.

Myth 2: Relative guardianship is not permanent enough and should not be considered a
per manency option.

Fact: Research has shown that the availability of the guardianship option increases overall
family permanence. And early on, the prospect of guardianship actually increases the number of
relative adoptions. Relatives are more likely to consider adoption when they have a chance to
seriously consider its impact on permanence for the child. The Fostering Connections to Success
and Increasing Adoptions Act (Fostering Connections Act) requires that there be a determination
before guardianship can be approved that return home and adoption are not appropriate
permanency options for the child. It specifically requires that adoption must be discussed with
potential relative guardians. It also makes it easier for guardians who are caring for children with
special need to adopt these children at a later time, should they want to do so.

Research from lllinois, the state with the longest standing guardianship waiver, found no
appreciable differences in stability and well-being among comparable groups of adopted and
guardianship children. The lllinois research looked at four important qualities of permanence:
intent, continuity and commitment, sense of belonging and respected social status and
guardianship did at least as well as adoption on all of them. The children in guardianship
intended to stay with their caregivers, were still residing with them when evaluated, and felt like
part of the family, as children in adoption did.?



